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There has been a world wide concern for
rampant plagiarism and duplicity, especially in
academic research output, such as, thesis and
dissertations.

Open access initiatives and online access to such
research output may considerably help to detect
and reduce plagiarism and duplicity of research
outputs and research work, respectively.
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UGC’s Regulation 2009 regarding minimum
standards and procedure for award of M.Phil and
Ph.D degree can be considered a reflection to that
world wide concern for rampant plagiarism and
duplicity and obviously a big step towards the
direction of reducing such activities.
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UGC’s Regulation 2009 (Minimum standards and procedure 
for award of M.Phil and Ph.D Degree) 

 provides mandate for submission of electronic version of 
theses and dissertations by the researchers of Indian 
Universities and to upload in a specific national digital 
repository for open access.

As per the Regulation, the responsibility of hosting,
maintaining and making the digital repository of Indian
Electronic Theses and Dissertation (called 'Shodhganga'),
accessible to all institutions and universities, is assigned
to the INFLIBNET Centre by UGC.
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UGC Guidelines for Shodhganga to INFLIBNET Centre 
facilitates:

i) Providing access to Indian theses and dissertations in     
open access to world-wide academic community;

ii) Setting-up of ETD Laboratory in eligible universities for 
digitization and uploading ETD to Shodhganga

iii) Extending access to anti-plagiarism software package in 
member universities; and

iv) Funds for digitization of back lists of theses available in 
universities.
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ELIGIBILITY/ TARGET

Universities covered under Sections 2(f) and 12(B) of UGC Act 
are eligible for financial assistance from UGC within the frame 
work of norms and broad outlays specified by the UGC for: 

(i) Setting up of ETD Lab; 

(ii) Digitizing back-files of theses; 

(iii) Subscription to anti-plagiarism software to detect 
plagiarized portion of theses and dissertations;  

(iv) Any other items identified by the Committee set-up 
by the UGC for the purpose. The criteria for allocation of 
grants to universities will be ascertained by the 
Committee appointed for this purpose to promote 
electronic submission of theses and dissertations in 
universities.
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Shodhganga, an initiative of INFLIBNET Centre, is
a reservoir of thesis produced by Indian
Universities.

“The Shodhganga@INFLIBNET Centre provides a
platform for research students to deposit their
Ph. D. thesis and make it available to the entire
scholarly community in open access. The
repository has the ability to capture, index,
store, disseminate and preserve ETDs submitted
by the researchers”

Shodhganga
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Shodhganga
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Why 
Shodhganga?

Greater visibility

Open access 
to research 
result for 
Societal 
Benefits 

Indexed by 
OAIster, Google 
Scholar, Scirus, 

ARC to have 
greater Impact

Research 
outputs  enter 

into global 
research 
domain
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Financial Benefits to the Universities who 
Signed MoU for Shodhganga

Fund to establish ETD Lab: Rs.5 Lakh to 10 Lakh

Fund for Digitization:                      Rs.1 Lakh to 22 Lakh

Free access to anti-plagiarism software: Rs.1 Cr. for the 
entire project. 
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Single platform

Single platform for 
thesis submitted to 
Indian Universities

Open access

Open & online 
access to world-
wide academic 
community

Plagiarism check

Detection of 
duplicity & 
plagiarism in 
research outputs 
such as Thesis and 
Dissertations

Objectives:
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2010   : 1171

2011  : 1522

2012  : 2299

2013  : 7075

2014  : 17951

2015  : 80100

2016  : 1,00,000

YEAR WISE SUBMISSION OF THESIS TO SHODHGANGA
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Shodhganga has already emerged as one of
biggest open access platforms of electronic
thesis and dissertations produced by Indian
Universities. With more and more submissions
in the coming years, it will definitely have
enormous impact on global research outputs
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PLAGIARISM
PLAGIARISM
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Integrity has been one of the prime concern of
human society since ancient times . It has
been one of the fundamental qualities
recognized as building block of societal
development.
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Marcus Tullius Cicero, the Roman Philosopher of 
1st Century BCE wrote: 

‘Where is there dignity unless there is honesty’
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According to Mahatma Gandhi, the Man of 
the Millennium, ‘Morality is the basis of things 
and truth is the substance of all morality’
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But there has been a paradigm shift of human 
values and qualities, along with the change of 
technology; especially in the field of information 
and communication technology, academic 
misconduct and dishonesty has become an easy 
and common practice now a days.
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Yuehong (Helen) Zhang wrote in her book 
‘Against Plagiarism: A Guide for Editors and 
Authors’: 

‘Now that we live in the network and digital 
age, it is no longer true that seeing is 
believing…Likewise the fact that research has 
been published doesn’t mean that it’s true. 
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‘Editors of academic journals now have to spend a 
great deal of time dealing with a variety of forms of 
authorial misconduct, in particular plagiarism.

Bernard Rous, Director of Publications at the 
Association of Computing Machinery, says, ‘not so 
many years ago, we got one or two alleged cases a 
year. Now we are getting one or two a month’.

It proves plagiarism is increasing in an alarming rate  
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What is Plagiarism?

According to the Merriam-Webster OnLine Dictionary, 

to “plagiarize” means:

1) to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) 

as one's own

2) to use (another's production) without crediting the 

source

3) to commit literary theft

4) to present as new and original an idea or product 

derived from an existing source.



It is a general thinking that plagiarism is just 
copying another’s work, or borrowing 
someone else’s original ideas ignoring the 
seriousness of the of the offense.

Actually, in disguise, plagiarism is an act of
fraud which involves both stealing someone
else’s work and lying about it afterward.
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Why do people plagiarize?
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Why plagiarism is an act of fraud & stealing ?

Almost in all countries including India, the recorded 
expression of original thought and ideas in any medium 
is considered as intellectual property, and is legally 
protected by copyright laws. The act of plagiarism is 
violation of copyright laws.
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What are considered as plagiarism?

• projecting someone else’s work as his/her own

• copying from someone else work without 
acknowledgment  or credit 

• not providing quotation marks in quotation

• providing  false information about the source of a 
quotation

• copying a sentence from a source while changing 
the words without giving credit

• copying a large amount of words or ideas from a 

source that it makes up the majority of  the 

contender’s work, whether he or she give credit to 
the source or not
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What are different types of Plagiarism?

The research worker often gets confuse to
understand the thin line that exist between the
plagiarism and research. Therefore understanding
various forms of plagiarism is very important to
prevent it.

The Oxford University website defines 8 forms of
plagiarism and other authorial misconduct
(described in the following slides)

In 2015, iThenticate published results of a survey on
researcher behaviour and identified 10 types of
plagiarism and other attribution issues (described in
the following slides)
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1. SOURCES NOT CITED:

a. Verbatim or “The Ghost Writer”

The writer turns in another’s work, word-
for-word, as his or her own

b. Cutting & Pasting or “The Photocopy”

The writer copies significant portions of text 
straight from a single source, without 
alteration
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c. Camouflage Paraphrasing or “The Potluck Paper”

Collecting and copying information from various sources
and make them fit together by changing words and
twisting sentences while retaining some of the original
phrasing to keep plagiarism under camouflage.

d. Disguise Paraphrasing

The writer changes the appearance of the paper slightly
by changing the key words and phrases and reproduces it
as his or her own.
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e. Direct Paraphrasing or “The Labour of Laziness”

Writer Paraphrases from other sources instead of 
doing same effort on original work

f. Auto Plagiarism or “The Self-Stealer”

The writer borrows from his or her previous work to a 
large extent losing the originality of he current work
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II. SOURCES CITED (but still plagiarized!)

a. Incomplete citation or “The Forgotten Footnote”

The writer mentions a source without the specific
information on the location of the material in the
reference with an intention to obscure the location
of the source

b. Inaccurate citation or “The Misinformer”

The writer provides inaccurate information
regarding the sources, making it impossible to find
them
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c. Pretentious citation or “The Too-Perfect Paraphrase”

The writer copied a block of text word-by-word and
accurately cites a source without putting quotation
marks. Although the writer attributing the basic ideas to
the source, he or she pretends that the copied block is
original presentation of his or her own

09-Aug-16 34utpaldas@dibru.ac.in



d. Misleading Citation or “The Resourceful Citer”

The author properly and accurately cites all
sources, paraphrasing and using quotations all
appropriately. But the reality is, the paper
contains almost no original work.

It is difficult to figure out plagiarism in this kind of
paper, because it looks like any other well-
researched document
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e.  Partial citation or “The Perfect Crime”

In this case, the author partially cites and quotes some of
the sources in some places of the paper but intentionally
omit paraphrases of some other sources without citation.

Here, the author pretends that the paraphrased
materials of non-cited sources are of his or her own
analysis.

09-Aug-16 36utpaldas@dibru.ac.in



Besides above, the following are also categorised 
as plagiarism:

• Failure to acknowledge assistance

• Use of materials written by of professional 
agencies

• Repetitive research

• Replication

• Republication in translation without permission &     

acknowledgement

• Unethical collaboration
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5 important terminologies related to Plagiarism:

Author/Writers and the researchers need to understand 
the intricacies of the following terminologies before writing 
a research output: 

1. Attribution

2. Citation

3. Copyright 

4. Public Domain

5. Fair Use
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What is Attribution ?

Attribution is an act of providing acknowledgement to 
the source from where some ideas have been borrowed.

For example:

Barrow, in his book "The Manufacture and Testing of
Durable Book Papers,” demonstrated that it was possible
to treat newly manufactured papers with solutions of
magnesium and calcium bicarbonates, thus neutralizing
acidity and prolonging the life of such papers materially.
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What is Citation?

A “citation” is a piece of detail and complete
information which describes the source(s) from
where certain materials / ideas have been borrowed
or analysed. It must enable the readers to find out
the source(s) again. A citation includes:

• information about the author(s)

• the title of the work

• the name and location of the company 
that published the copy of the source

• the date the copy was published

• the page numbers of the material that have 
borrowed/analysed
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Example of Citation:

1. Gelbrich, J., Mai, C., &Militz, H. (2008). Chemical
changes in wood degraded by bacteria. International
Biodeterioration and Biodegradation, 61(1), 24-32.

2. Agrawal, O. P., & Barkeshi, M. (1997). Conservation of
books, manuscripts and paper documents. Lucknow,
India: INTACH Indian Council of Conservation Institute.

(There are many citation styles: APA, MLA, Chicago, 
Turabian, IEEE, etc; author may choose any one style 
according to the need and convenience)
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When does a writer need to cite?

The following situations always require citation:

• Whenever a writer uses quotes

• Whenever a writer paraphrases

• Whenever a writer uses ideas that someone 
else has already expressed

• Whenever a writer makes a specific reference 
to the work of another

• Whenever someone else’s work has been 
critical in developing  writer’s own ideas
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What is Copyright?

Copyright is a law that protects the intellectual
property created by an individual. It provides the
individual exclusive legal rights over distribution
and reproduction of that property. Intellectual
property of an individual may include music,
images, written words, text, video, and a variety of
other media.

Without written permission of the owner,
reproducing someone else’s ideas or information is
considered illegal as per copyright law.

. 
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Use of © symbol:

Till 1989, the © symbol was used as trademark
to indicate that the materials are protected by
copyright. But as per Law that established in
1989, however, works are now copyright
protected with or without the inclusion of this
symbol.
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Is copyright violation is legal offence?

Improper use of copyrighted material, such as, copying
without permission, alteration of the original text, not
providing acknowledgement or citation, substantial
similarity to the original, etc. are severe violation of
the Copyright Act and considered as legal offence
which may invite prosecution in the court of law.
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Can facts be copyrighted?

When “facts” are result of some individual
research then it is considered as intellectual
property of the researcher and thus absolutely
copyrighted
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Are all published works copyrighted?

All published works may not be copyrighted. One can 
borrow from the following  domain without fear of 
plagiarism:

• Compilations of readily available information, such as 
the phone book, yearbook, atlas, etc.

• Works published by the government, such as 
Economic Survey, Census of India, etc.

• Facts that are not the result of original research of an 
individual, such as, there are 29 states & 7 union   
territories in India, or Hemoglobin contains 4 iron 
molecules).

• Works in the “public domain”. 

In all the above cases one need to cite properly.
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What is Public Domain?

All works that are no longer protected by copyright,
or never under any copyright act, are considered as
“public domain.”

One may freely make use material from these works
without fear of plagiarism, provided he or she
provides proper attributions of it.
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How do I know if something is public domain or 
not?

In general, anything published more than 75
years ago is now in the public domain.

Works published after 1978 are protected for the
lifetime of the author plus 70 years.

Intellectual works fewer than 75 years old but
published before 1978 are governed by some
complicated laws, but generally copyright
protection extended 28 years after publication
plus 47 more years if the copyright was renewed,
totaling 75 years from the publication date.
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What is “fair use”?

The term “fair use” denotes some guidelines to  
decide whether the use of a source is acceptable or 
contravene copyright laws. Below some are 
viewpoints that determine the fairness of any given 
usage:

The nature of use

The amount used

The effect of used material on the original
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The nature of use

If an author has merely copied something from
an original source, it is unlikely to be
considered ‘fair use’. But if the original source
has been transformed through interpretation,
analysis, etc. and presented as an original
output, it is more likely to be considered as
‘fair use.’
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The amount used

If the amount of borrowing from an original
source is less then it is less likely it is to be
considered fair use. The more you borrow, the
more it is likely to be considered as fair use.
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The effect of used material on the original

If an author has substantially borrowed from an
original source and created a work that competes
with the original source in the market which may
do the original author economic harm, is likely to
be considered fair use.

It is always better to have difference in objective of
the work or its target audience from that of the
original work to avoid possibilities of ‘fair use’.
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Whether plagiarism invites penalty?

a. Penalties for independent researcher:

Violation of Copyright Act by independent
researcher or author through plagiarism is
considered as legal offence which may attract
prosecution in the court of law leading to several
kinds of penalties depending on the severity of
crime
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b. Penalties for student/research scholar

An academic institute may consider following
penalties for student depending on the severity of
crime as it deems fit:

i. Written apology

ii. Rewriting or alternate piece of work

iii. Deduction of marks (Partial or Full)

iv. Imposing Fine

v. Restriction in publication of thesis or any chapter
as article

vi. Withdrawal of degree

vii. Rustication, temporarily or permanently for
further higher education
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c. Penalties for academician

An academic institute may consider following penalties
for academician depending on the severity of crime as
it deems fit:

i. Disgrace to both Individual and institution

ii. May face disciplinary action as per institute rules

iii. It can cost a person his or her professional credibility

or even a job

iv. Debarment from eligibility to receive research funds

for grants and contracts from any government

agency in India
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What percentage of plagiarism is generally 
treated as acceptable?

There is no consensus about the plagiarism
percentage which can be treated as fair.

 There is no cut off % of Plagiarism set by UGC

 The University Grants Commission regulations
state that it is the responsibility of research
scholar, research supervisor (guide) and
universities to check plagiarized content by using
standard anti-plagiarism software



Indian Institutions/Universities with Cut off % for 
Plagiarism: 

1. Visvesvaraya Technological University (VTU) has set 
20% for a PhD thesis

2. Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University (JNTUA),  
Anantapur has set 30% for Masters thesis

3. Delhi University has made it mandatory that all the 
theses submitted will be subjected to plagiarism check 
using specialized software
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4. The Tamil Nadu Dr. M.G.R. Medical University, 
Chennai

• Upto 25% of similarity is allowed

• The candidates are permitted upto ten times to use of  
the software

• A fee of Rs.1000/- is collected from each student at 
the time of submitting the Dissertation

• Twelve continuous words should be detected and 
reported as plagiarised
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5. Pondicherry University has set 15% for a PhD 
thesis

6. Gagannath University, Jaipur has set 20% for 

a PhD thesis
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What may be Excluded from Plagiarism check?

The following may be excluded at the time of 
performing the plagiarism check:

A. Quotes 

B. Bibliography 

C. Phrases 

D. Small matches upto 10 words 

E. Mathematical Formula/Scientific Laws 

F. Name of Institutions, Departments etc.

G. Small similarity less than 1%
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How to prevent Plagiarism? 
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What

Academicians

Think
About

Plagiarism?
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Danilo Corrêa Silva
São Paulo State University

“As far as I know plagiarism is not acceptable
in any percentage. I think it is important to
say, as everyone should know, that direct
citations are not plagiarism, of course they
must obey some distinct rules of
presentation/format”.
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Elisabeth Margaretha Bik
Stanford University

I would say that for academic papers, not counting
references or methods (parts of which can often
be very similar to what has already been
published in other papers) about 10% is
acceptable.

Some sentences that are definitions (e.g. the
definition of innate immunity or apoptosis) are of
course reused many times, and plagiarism in
those sentences is hard to avoid, but commonly
accepted.
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Dean Whitehead
Flinders University

The act of 'actual' plagiarism is intentional - so that is an
authors 'known cheating, stealing and appropriation of
other people's work without acknowledgment to the
original source and passing it off as their own‘. It is a
contentious ethical issue and one that is difficult to
police, prove and discipline for. University policy is
variable between institutions.

Most authors will plead 'unintentional plagiarism' - and
that is probably more acceptable with students and
assignments - than with academic staff and their
publications.

09-Aug-16 66utpaldas@dibru.ac.in

http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dean_Whitehead
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dean_Whitehead
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dean_Whitehead
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dean_Whitehead
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dean_Whitehead


Dean Whitehead

Flinders University

Some 'authors' believe that the more they cite - the
more praise they will receive. I'm often asked by
students 'how many citations should I include?'. I
usually retort 'how long is a piece of string; it's not
about the quantity it's far more about the quality'.

For those that ignore this and continue to over-cite,
I have a catch-phrase that I usually use to,
hopefully, impact - and that is 'in many cases less is
more‘

09-Aug-16 67utpaldas@dibru.ac.in

http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dean_Whitehead
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dean_Whitehead
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dean_Whitehead
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dean_Whitehead
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dean_Whitehead
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dean_Whitehead
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dean_Whitehead
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dean_Whitehead
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Dean_Whitehead


Ramesh Pandita
Baba Ghulam Shah Badshah University

“Though softwares are there to help us, but ultimately it is only the 
subject expert who can help us to form opinion about the content 
detected as whether it is plagiarized or not…

Plagiarism is Plagiarism be it 1% or beyond but the fine line is to be 
drawn about the content what we may refer as plagiarized and 
what we may not even after detection….

We cant put in place a mechanism whereby we may advocate a 
certain percentage of plagiarism acceptable, especially when there 
is no objective method of judging & analysing the content, except 
human intervention, whereby content with 1% plagiarism may be 
rejected as a stolen content, while as on the other hand content 
with much larger percentage of plagiarism may not face such 
serious criticism’’.
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Phil Cully
Dublin Institute of Technology

The endorsement of rote learning techniques at early
stages within many of our educational systems implants
a sense that not only is it acceptable to copy and paste
but that such is actually endorsed and accredited as
legitimate self-learning. Changing this ingrained
conviction, in students new to tertiary level education,
presents as one of the greatest difficulties that needs to
be overcome if plagiarism avoidance is to become the
norm.

The student first needs to be educated as to the broad
range of unacceptable activities that constitute it. Only
then can penalty for violation be justly be considered.
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An abundance of direct quotes not only
amounts to laziness but could be construed as
patchwork plagiarism.

The ability to paraphrase is one that must be
nurtured - it displays a depth of understanding
of the topic.

Phil Cully
Dublin Institute of Technology
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Ian Kennedy
Independent Researcher

“Only zero plagiarising is acceptable.
…Is there such a thing as a half-crime? Percentages are
put out by "plagiarism detection programs" to make the
programs seem needed and scientific…

…Therefore educate your students beforehand about
how to reference. It's a mechanical process that
anybody can learn. It's really that easy. Make an
example of the first plagiariser you catch. It won't
happen again...”

“Concept of fair use? Use an idea, acknowledge it.
Simple”.
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There is a big difference between quoting without
referencing and quoting with correct referencing. This
is the difference between plagiarising and not
plagiarising.

Smart plagiarism checkers must look to see if 

a) the text is copied from anywhere. If so 

b) is it copied verbatim? If so, 

c) is it referenced correctly? If not, 

flag plagiarism…

Ian Kennedy
Independent Researcher
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Sumeer Gul
University of Kashmir

Professional cheating- plagiarism can't be accepted 
in any way. However, acknowledgements given duly 
to the works can have a concept of fair use. But 
again the question arises, acknowledgement to what 
extent?
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Barry Turner
University of Lincoln

Plagiarism is dishonesty and we should not 
allow little bits of theft or small quantities of 
fraud.

We should perhaps be not so zealous about 
simple errors in referencing and be careful that 
similarity, which is inevitable is properly 
examined. 

However where there is a definite 'lift' of the 
work of others it should be treated the same 
way other dishonesty is and punished.
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If we mean simply thieving the ideas of others it is zero
but, and it is a big but, simply reciting the ideas of others
is not plagiarism just poor scholarship. Apart from
anything else, blind acceptance of the work of others
without subjecting them to proper scrutiny and criticism
is useless in academic terms. I teach my students to
regard all published work with suspicion and scepticism
(but not cynicism) no matter how distinguished the
author.

The correct position for a scientist is Question Everything!

Barry Turner
University of Lincoln
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Christa Van Staden
Aquila Academia

The % indicated by Plagiarism Software is similarity
and not plagiarism. So you have to check each similar
piece of text to decide if it is plagiarism or not. If the
text was copied as it is from another source, it is
theft and dishonesty and should be treated as such.

When reporting quantitative data, it is a different
story. There is a certain way of reporting the data
and if you look at the similar text, it shows something
like 'a practical significant difference of (data) was
found between (one thing) and (other thing). That is
not plagiarism, it is the correct words to be used
when reporting such data.
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William Murray Thomson
University of Otago

You need to make a distinction between plagiarism and
the legitimate use (and enhancing) of ideas advanced by
others - and you need to acknowledge those sources and
give them their due in your article. It is when you don't that
you cross the line into plagiarism.

There is nothing to stop you using a VERY occasional direct
quote either, but cite the original source. Students should
use no more than one direct quote in an entire thesis - this
forces them to use their judgment and to distill and shape
the ideas of others into their own words (while giving due
acknowledgment to the source of those ideas).

Research is an incremental process which builds gradually on
what has gone before.
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John J Frey
University of Wisconsin–Madison

“another component of this subject is what is
called auto-plagiarism, which is very common
in tech papers and labs studies where the
methods are repeated word for word from
another publication by the same group. That
is a no, no. The journal owns the words, not
the authors”.
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Alan Holden
Univ. of Texas, Health Science Center, San Antonio

Submitting someone’s work as their own…

Taking passages from their own previous work without adding citations…

Re-writing someone’s work without properly citing sources…

Using quotations, but not citing the source…

Interweaving various sources together in the work without citing…

Citing some, but not all passages that should be cited…

Melding together cited and uncited sections of the piece...

Providing proper citations, but fails to change the structure and wording of 
the borrowed ideas enough…

Inaccurately citing the source…

Relying too heavily on other people’s work… 

Fails to bring original thought into the text…

It appears to me that plagiarism can occur in many forms, and they are all 
wrong at base. However all of this must be taken with careful 
consideration. So I suppose my current answer is "Zero per cent. But..."09-Aug-16 79utpaldas@dibru.ac.in
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Ahmed Badar
University of Dammam

Everyone reading this question has a temptation to say
zero. Agreed this is correct up to the "pre plagiarism-
software age". Zero is the correct answer from a learned
professor who wants his students and associate
researchers to be truthful.

The dilemma of a librarian & a managing editor in
the "plagiarism-software age" is this that the Artificial
intelligence does not know what is the meaning of "zero
tolerance". I am fighting with these software since 2004
(when i was also part of a failed software
ASME..Antiplagiarism software for medical editors)

Therefore my answer is a little modified "zero".
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Prof. Ravi K. Sharma
Central Drug Research Institute

A review is a review of others' work and could be written in
three ways:

1. Topic wise, who has done what, in authors own words / 
lines / paragraphs with due credit to the authors / with 
citation of source.
2. True Analysis / summarization of the work done so far in a 
particular subject / area or topic with due source citation.
3. A mixture of 1 and 2.

To me a reader should be able to get easily understandable,
well written, correct & authentic information.
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Marius Treutwein
University Hospital Regensburg

Plagiarism can not always be measured in percent.
Habibzahdeh and Shashok (http: // www .ncbi .nlm .nih.
Gov/pmc/articles/PMC3160704/ differentiate between
plagiarism in words and in ideas. It is obviously difficult to
decide the percentage of plagiated ideas. Bazdaric (http: //
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3284187/) cites
some papers discussing 5 to 10% or 100 words. They
present different tools and methods to detect plagiarism
and discuss the importance of plagiarism in the diverse
sections of a paper, giving more weight to the results and
discussion section than material and methods.09-Aug-16 82utpaldas@dibru.ac.in
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Trilochan Mishra
National Metallurgical Laboratory (CSIR), 

Jamshedpur, India

It is difficult to say in terms of percentage. But always
remember not to use any sentence directly in your
review articles even if you site the same. Use your own
language to describe the same results. Even in the
introduction part try to have your own language
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Farhad Shokraneh
University of Nottingham

Plagiarism is unethical and illegal in any percentage 
except zero. You should write ideas in your own words 
(Paraphrase). Try not to copy even a small scientific 

sentence.
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Roland Eghoghosoa Akhigbe · 
Ladoke Akintola University of Technology

The rate/percentage of plagiarism is actually difficult
to state. Most plagiarism detection tools pick 'copy
and paste' as plagiarized. I suggest that emphasis
should be placed on 'The Forms and Prevention of
Plagiarism'
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Alessandro Diana · Hôpitaux
Universitaires de Genève

Plagiarism is not "inspiration"...and in this view
plagiarism = sort of copy-paste, which obviously
could not be permitted without consent of author.
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Saroj Kumar Mohanty · 
Population Council

Literally it is 0% as originality has to be maintained if
you want your article to be published in peer reviewed
journals
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Joao Pinto e Silva · 
University of Campinas

It is very difficult to determine conditions acceptable. I 
think that the amount of acceptance range between 10 
and 20 %
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Jimmy Allen Davis · 
The Law Offices of Jimmy Allen Davis, P.L.

I have no numbers, but this blog is potentially revealing 
of the level of corruption in academic writing. Albeit it 
is slanted to the natural sciences.

http://retractionwatch.wordpress.com/
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Krishnan Nair · 
Pushpagiri college of medicine

Review concerns work or results already reported, only
the author writes about it in his own words. I feel giving
references to the statements is a must. Giving quotes
from published work is OK, if given verbatim with
reference but this should be minimum. The most
important aspect is the reviewer should give his own
critical appraisal of all the published work and future
perspectives.
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Fathi M Sherif
University of Tripoli

A review article is always written by an expert
scientist who has long experience in certain topic to
give a defined conclusion of his experience in this
field with others work. Or sometimes to provide a
new hypothesis according to his experience and
others work. Anyway, I think a review article is
usually a summary of his/her experience with
others, so I don't see plagiarism since he/she does
take the idea but just state the words. In contrast to
the original article, you have to have your idea and
words
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Balasubramanian Viswanathan
Indian Institute of Technology Madras

It is necessary to define plagiarism. It is nothing to do
with the reproduction of the words. Some times
repetition of the same words are required to convey the
correct meaning. Why do we want to repeat because it
has inspired some one and he wants to use this tool to
inspire others. Not giving credit to the original author can
be termed as plagiarism and not reproduction of
something with proper citation is not plagiarism I think
the soft wares are only working on the sequence of words
but the inspiration it has brought into the context
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Irina Pechonkina · 
University of Jordan

Your research must be proved and supported by
the wisdom of the greatest. Your treasure is that
you can summarize and support your own
thoughts with the wisdom of the genius.
Plagiarism is a sin. It's theft, crime.
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Roland Eghoghosoa Akhigbe · 
Ladoke Akintola University of Technology

Plagiarism is a form of academic fraud.
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Fateh Bazerbachi
Mayo Clinic - Rochester

Zero percent is allowed. if it is not the child of your own
thoughts, it is someone's else, and you must cite
appropriately and make clear separations between what is
the scholar's product and what is your product. Mosaic
plagiarism could happen intentionally and unintentionally.

Here is a website from Harvard that gives great examples on
appropriate and inappropriate scholarly work in regards to

plagiarism.

http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=k70847&pag
eid=icb.page342054
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SOME GLARING EXAMPLES OF 
PLAGIARISM
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Columbia Cites Plagiarism by a Professor
By KAREN W. ARENSON and ELISSA GOOTMAN

FEB. 21, 2008

A professor at Columbia University’s Teachers College who was
propelled into the national spotlight when a noose was found on
her office door last fall has been found to have plagiarized the
work of a former colleague and two former students, the college
has announced.
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What is URKUND?

URKUND is a name of an Anti-Plagiarism software
developed by eGalactic. It is completely an
automated system for plagiarism check, right from
submission of research outputs to report
generation on similarities by comparing the
submitted materials with millions of other source
materials.
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Advantages of URKUND?
i. High content of digital fingerprints/source materials

 130Mn of articles from global publishers
 300Mn URKUND’s archives
 43Bn webpages 

ii. Maximum source content search to check for 
plagiarism within the short time.

iii. Support of 30 foreign languages

Disadvantage of URKUND?
i. Poor in local Indian languages
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Support file format?
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Character’s limit in a Document?

 Every document is treated as a separate document.

Documents containing equal to or less than 400,000
characters will be considered as 1 document, so
400,001 characters means 2 documents, likewise
800,001 characters would be 3 documents)
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How URKUND works?

URKUND never determines what is plagiarised in a
submitted materials. What it exactly does is
compare the submitted document that is similar to
other sources, like, from its archives, on the
Internet and in published material, and give the
submitter access to the original material where it
has found the similarities.
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How to Create An Account at URKUND? 
• University Coordinators of Universities who have signed MoU

are recommended for managing anti plagiarism software in 
the concerned University and receives the invitation mail from 
noreply@urkund.se

• University Coordinators send mail IDs of the faculty members 
in a given format to the INFLIBNET Centre and eGalactic for 
creation of User ID/Analysis Address to each and every faculty 
members for uploading documents and analysis of reports.

• Students can create Analysis Address for uploading documents 
of their own using teacher’s User ID of their teacher for which 
similarity reports will be sent only to teachers for analysis.

• Final Certification of the Similarity Report will be done by the 
University Coordinator.
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Analysis of URKUND Report: Panel II
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For more details please refer: 

URKUND Handbook 

http://static.urkund.com/manuals/URKUN
D_Plagiarism_Handbook_EN.pdf 
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If you steal 
from one 

author, it's 
plagiarism; if 

you steal from 
many, it's 
research. 

Mizner 
US screenwriter 
(1876 - 1933).

LET US END WITH A GOOD JOKE
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